ACT in                                                   BELISARIUS

JUSTINIAN. His evidence we must have.    See to it.

[Exit HYPATIUS.

This time, indeed, the law must take its course,
Making of these conspirators a show
To awe the rest of men.   Our clemency
To Arsaces bred but contempt of us,
Although we trusted mercy to have steered
This poor voyage-weary vessel of our body
Into its harbour without mutiny.

Re-enter HYPATIUS with MARCELLUS, JULIAN, and UNIGATUS,

gu&rdsd.

MARCELLUS (kneeling). Mercy, oh, gracious Majesty!
JUSTINIAN.                                                           For what ?

MARCELLUS. For the bare conception of a grievous sin,
Which yet was not performed.

DEMETRIUS (aside).                              Small thanks to him!

JUSTINIAN. Marcellus, say; what mercy had you shown
On my grey hairs, when, all my guards withdrawn,
And I unarmed and helpless, your quick dagger
Had struck me, here ?   There's none so glib for mercy
As he who never gave it   I've loved mercy
Up to the limit of blame-worthiness,
But bred no honest children out of it,
But bastards, strife, and treason.
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